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§ 27.33 Water skiing. 

When water skiing is permitted upon 
national wildlife refuge waters, the 
public will be notified under the provi-
sions of this subchapter C and the fol-
lowing requirements and limitations 
will apply: 

(a) Water skiing is permitted only 
during daylight hours and during peri-
ods posted or otherwise designated 
under the provisions of this subchapter 
C. 

(b) When a skier is in ‘‘tow’’ there 
must be two persons in the boat at all 
times, with one person not operating 
the boat, acting as an observer of the 
skier in tow. 

(c) The direction of a tow boat when 
circling will be counter clockwise. 

(d) Skiers must wear U.S. Coast 
Guard approved ski belts, life jackets 
or buoyant vests. 

(e) Water skiing is prohibited within 
300 feet of harbors, swimming beaches, 
and mooring areas, and within 100 feet 
of any designated swimming area. 

§ 27.34 Aircraft. 

The unauthorized operation of air-
craft, including sail planes, and hang 
gliders, at altitudes resulting in har-
assment of wildlife, or the unauthor-
ized landing or take-off on a national 
wildlife refuge, except in an emer-
gency, is prohibited. National wildlife 
refuge boundaries are designated on up- 
date FAA aeronautical charts. 

Subpart D—Disturbing Violations: 
With Weapons 

§ 27.41 General provisions. 

Carrying, possessing, or discharging 
firearms, fireworks, or explosives on 
national wildlife refuges is prohibited 
unless specifically authorized under 
the provisions of this subchapter C. 

§ 27.42 Firearms. 

Only the following persons may pos-
sess, use, or transport firearms on na-
tional wildlife refuges in accordance 
with this section and applicable Fed-
eral and State law: 

(a) Persons using firearms for public 
hunting under the provisions of 50 CFR 
part 32. 

(b) Persons carrying unloaded fire-
arms, that are dismantled or cased, in 
vehicles and boats over routes of travel 
designated under the provision of sub-
chapter C. 

(c) Persons authorized to use fire-
arms for the taking of specimens of 
wildlife for scientific purposes. 

(d) Persons authorized by special reg-
ulations or permits to possess or use 
firearms for the protection of property, 
for field trials, and other special pur-
poses. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion in this Chapter, persons may pos-
sess, carry, and transport concealed, 
loaded, and operable firearms within a 
national wildlife refuge in accordance 
with the laws of the state in which the 
wildlife refuge, or that portion thereof, 
is located, except as otherwise prohib-
ited by applicable Federal law. 

[46 FR 47230, Sept. 25, 1981, as amended at 73 
FR 74971, Dec. 10, 2008] 

§ 27.43 Weapons other than firearms. 

The use or possession of cross bows, 
bows and arrows, air guns, spears, gigs, 
or other weapons on national wildlife 
refuges is prohibited except as may be 
authorized under the provision of this 
subchapter C. 

[46 FR 47230, Sept. 25, 1981] 

Subpart E—Disturbing Violations: 
Against Plants and Animals 

§ 27.51 Disturbing, injuring, and dam-
aging plants and animals. 

(a) Disturbing, injuring, spearing, 
poisoning, destroying, collecting or at-
tempting to disturb, injure, spear, poi-
son, destroy or collect any plant or 
animal on any national wildlife refuge 
is prohibited except by special permit 
unless otherwise permitted under this 
subchapter C. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 27.52 Introduction of plants and ani-
mals. 

Plants and animals or their parts 
taken elsewhere shall not be intro-
duced, liberated, or placed on any na-
tional wildlife refuge except as author-
ized. 
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